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Welcome Message

Nara Prefecture has made various efforts to protect cultural properties that reflect the rich
historical and cultural legacies of Nara. These efforts were launched following a crisis faced by
the many centuries-old shrines and temples in the Meiji Period when the national government's
policy of separating Buddhism and Shintoism was instituted. Since then, Nara Prefecture has
worked closely with the national government to promote the protection of cultural heritage. In
1950, the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties was enacted as the fundamental law for
the protection of cultural material. In the same year, ahead of the Act, Nara became one of the
first prefecture to establish a Cultural Properties Preservation Division, with a specific
mandate to administer cultural properties. A recent and significant addition to this long history
was the opening of the Nara Prefecture Historical and Artistic Culture Complex in 2022. The
complex has four studios which repairs four categories of cultural properties, offering visitors the
opportunity to observe professionals engaged in the process of repair and restoration. The fact
that many cultural properties have survived to the present day is due to the strong determination
of people to pass them on to the next generation, and it can be said that such efforts represent a
relay connecting the past to the future.

This exhibition, marking the 75th anniversary of the enactment of the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties and the establishment of the Cultural Properties Preservation Division,
presents the history of the efforts made by Nara Prefecture to protect cultural properties and shows
the cultural properties restored by the Nara Prefecture Historical and Artistic Culture Complex,
and those that have recently been designated by Nara Prefecture. We hope that this exhibition will
provide visitors with an opportunity to experience the charm of Nara Prefecture's cultural heritage
and deepen their interest in the means to protect these precious remains.

Last but not least, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all of the collection holders

and to all those who have helped us to organise this exhibition.
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